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What is a standard error?
• Standard deviation of sampling distribution • Variation in parameter estimates resulting from repeated samples being drawn from same population.
• Because we generally draw only one sample, it has to be estimated from that sample.
• In its most basic form is equal to the sample standard deviation divided by the square root of the sample size.
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Why do we care?
• As designs become more complex, calculating standard errors become more complex.
• Standard error for most complex designs is larger than that of a simple random sample.
• The ratio of the two is called the design effect.
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